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natural beliefs, Including uncritical bellet in UFOs, 
� 8eleace Meal&or wide public credlblllty. 

' . It is paat time responsible media managers and their 
l You only have to look at the staff took themselves In hand In this area. 

lfoty headlines on tabloids at NeWS Singer, wbo Is at CautornJa State Univc�tty at Long 
tbe supermarket tQ sense that Beach, and Benassl, who is visiting there, are right In 
Biury Si nger and Victor A. analySi� saying: 
Benassl are right. Preoccupa- ••When the lay person hears about New Zealand 
Upn with the occult has indeed Optnion Qnd UFOe from Waiter Cronldte or reads about new tron-
btcome .. a pervulve part ot int ·rpretotion of ,tiers In psychic healing In a front-page article In the 
o r culture . ., . the writer indud.d. Los Angeles Times . ; . he has prima facie reasons for 

:As the two psycbologlats beUevtng such phenomena valld." 

Pflnt out In American SclentJat • However, they are being naiv e themselves when they 
In describing studies ol this charitably attribute such reports to .,Inherent diftlcul-

� �rv&»ivenesa, tbe medla share Ues of science reporting." Nonsense! They are due pri-
a ·large part ol the blame. Gulli- martly to the failure of l"efij))nslble media pe<)ple to sub-
ble editors, reporters and TV anchors- as well as cynJ-
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bUclst:; out to make a buck- have ghen super- � �A /The Houston Post/Sun., March 1, 1981 .* . 

occult belief-_. 
. ,· 

ject thll category of nev.'S to the kind of tougtHniaded' 
evaluation they routinely give poUtlcal stories. 

Stories about UFOs or the occult are conslcJered 
.. brighteners" - aomeUtlng to be thrown in to entettaln 
readers or viewers. There la a tacit (sometimea explic:­
lt) assumption that, U the story later turns out to be er­
roneous, no great harm will have been done. 

A great deal of harm has tx.>oCn done, say Singer and 
Benassl, pointing out that 41occult beliefs have tnereu­
ed dramatically In the United States during the l4st two 
decades ... " 

. The responslbWty of the media Is clear, the two say. 
Its managers have taken this area of ne� too llJbUy. 
They need to exercise intelligent editorial control to en­
sure that their publications or broadcast� do not foster 
outmoded and potentially destructive superstitions. 
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